
SELECT 2023 CHICAGO INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S FILM FESTIVAL AWARDS 

 

Special Awards 

Best of Fest Award: The Old Young Crow   United States   animation   12ʹ 

Director: Liam LoPinto   ages 11-14 

Milos Stehlik Global Impact Award: Boat People   Canada   animation   10ʹ  

Co-Directors: Thao Lam and Kjell Boersma   ages 11 and up 

Best Production for Young Children: Little Fan   Germany   animation   5ʹ    

Co-Directors: Sveta Yuferova and Shad Lee Bradbury   ages 2-5 

Programmer’s Choice Award: The Tweetations Revue   Canada   live action 

21ʹ   Director: Fraser Collins   ages 8-14 

Girl Empowerment Award: Barricade   United Kingdom   live action   11ʹ 

Director: Alice Johannessen   ages 14 and up 

STEM Award: Hollow Tree   United States   live action documentary   74ʹ 

Director: Kira Akerman   ages 14 and up 

Liv Ullmann Peace Prize: Island   Israel   animation   8ʹ   Director: Michael Faust 

ages 11 and up 

Emerging Director Prize: Dancing Queen   Norway   live action drama 

92ʹ   Director: Aurora Gossé   ages 8-10 

Promise Award: I Am Not Your Token   United States   live action   16ʹ 

Director: Isis Gullette   ages 14 and up 

 

Children’s Jury Awards 

1st Prize, Animated Short Film: Time in a Bottle   Taiwan   14ʹ    



Director: Chun-chien Lien   ages 11 and up 

2nd Prize, Animated Short Film: The Mystery of the Missing Socks   Estonia   20ʹ 

Director: Oskar Lehemaa   ages 6-8 

1st Prize, Animated Feature Film: Butterfly Tale   Canada   88ʹ 

Director: Sophie Roy   family viewing 

2nd Prize, Animated Feature Film: The Muckles: The Quest for a New Home   

Germany   81ʹ   Co-Directors: Ali Samidi Ahadi and Markus Dietrich   ages 6-10 

1st Prize, Documentary Short Film: I Won’t Stand for It   United Kingdom   29ʹ 

Director: Caroline Bacle   ages 11 and up 

2nd Prize, Documentary Short Film: Little Sahara   Spain   30ʹ    

Director: Emilio Martí López   ages 11-14 

1st Prize, Documentary Feature Film: Children of Mavungu   Surinam   68ʹ 

Director: Mirjam Marks   ages 11-14 

2nd Prize, Documentary Feature Film:  

The Quilt: A Living History of African American Music   United States   79ʹ   

Director: Julya Jara   ages 8 and up 

1st Prize, Live-Action Short: Father’s Day   South Africa   26ʹ    

Director: Tumelo Lekena   ages 11-14 

2nd Prize, Live-Action Short: Marias   United States   9ʹ   Co-Directors: 

Salvador Salazar and Andres Aurelio   ages 11-14 

1st Prize, Live-Action Feature Film:   Coco Farm   Canada   89ʹ    

Director: Sébastien Gagné   ages 8-14 

2nd Prize, Live-Action Feature Film: Totem   Netherlands   97ʹ 

Director: Sandra Burger   ages 8-10 

 

Youth Jury Awards 

1st Prize, Animated Short Film (tie): A Tiny Number   France   12ʹ 

Director: Luc Lavault   ages 14 and up 

and Zeb’s Spider   Canada   10ʹ   Co-Directors: Alicia Elsen and Sophie Jarvis 

ages 11 and up 

2nd Prize, Animated Short Film: All Is Not Lost   United Kingdom   11ʹ 

Co-Directors: Daniel Mark Greaves and Ruth Beni   ages 8 and up 

1st Prize, Documentary Short Film (tie): Game Over   Turkey   28ʹ 

Co-Directors: Saeed Mayahy and Miriam Carlsen   ages 14 and up 

and I Won’t Stand for It   United Kingdom   29ʹ   Director: Caroline Bacle 



ages 11 and up 

2nd Prize, Documentary Short Film: Oasis   Canada   14ʹ    

Director: Justine Martin   ages 11 and up 

1st Prize, Documentary Feature Film: Hollow Tree   United States   74ʹ 

Director: Kira Akerman   ages 14 and up 

1st Prize, Live-Action Short Film: Dancer   Mongolia   13ʹ    

Director: Nomin Gantulga   ages 11 and up 

2nd Prize, Live-Action Short Film: Girl No. 60427   Israel   22ʹ    

Director: Shulamit Lifschitz   ages 14 and up 

1st Prize, Live-Action Feature Film: Okthanksbye   Netherlands   91ʹ 

Director: Nicole van Kilsdonk   ages 11 and up 

2nd Prize, Live-Action Feature Film: None awarded? 

 

Professional Jury Awards 

1st Prize, Animated Short Film: Lil’ Ruby   United States   9ʹ   Director: Bartek Kik 

ages 8-14 

2nd Prize, Animated Short Film: Elegy of Elephant   China   8ʹ   Director: Sijie Lu 

ages 6 and up 

1st Prize, Animated Feature Film: A Greyhound of a Girl   Luxembourg / Italy / 

Ireland / United Kingdom / Latvia / Estonia / Germany   88ʹ   Director: Enzo d’Alò 

ages 11-14 

2nd Prize, Animated Feature Film: Kensuke’s Kingdom   United Kingdom / 

Luxembourg / France   84ʹ   Director: Neil Boyle   ages 11-14 

1st Prize, Documentary Short Film: Earthbound: Nzambi Matee   Kenya   40ʹ 

Director: Farhoud Meybodi   ages 8 and up 

2nd Prize, Documentary Short Film: The Orchestra Chuck Built   United States 

23ʹ   Director: Christopher Stoudt   ages 11 and up 

1st Prize, Documentary Feature Film: Journey to the Past   Israel   61ʹ 

Director: Ayelet Heller   ages 14 and up 

2nd Prize, Documentary Feature Film: Hollow Tree   United States   74ʹ 

Director: Kira Akerman   ages 14 and up 

1st Prize, Live-Action Short Film: Father’s Day   South Africa   26ʹ 

Director: Tumelo Lekena   ages 11-14 

2nd Prize, Live-Action Short Film (tie): Take Me Home   United States   16ʹ 

Director: Liz Sargent   ages 11 and up 



and Last Call   United Kingdom   19ʹ   Director: Harry Holland   ages 14 and up 

1st Prize, Live-Action Feature Film: Kiddo   Netherlands   91ʹ 

Director: Zara Dwinger   ages 11 and up 

2nd Prize, Live-Action Feature Film: Coco Farm   Canada   89ʹ 

Director: Sébastien Gagné   ages 8-14   


