
 

 

Here’s a range of films spanning continents and time periods which Kino Ken 

recommends for motion picture explorers. Most of these can be tracked down 

online and screened on a personal computer or handheld device. They have 

been selected on the bases of artistic quality, historical importance, dramatic 

impact, wry humor, and /or profundity. This is not a list of the greatest films 

ever made or the best films of each decade. It’s an introduction to world 

cinema, useful to anyone trying to separate movie chaff from golden wheat.  

RECOMMENDED FILMS FROM PRIMITIVES TO THE PRESENT BROKEN 

DOWN BY DECADE AND ORIGIN 

1888-1899 (SHORTS ONLY) 

1. TRAFFIC CROSSING LEEDS BRIDGE   Great Britain   1888   about 10″ 

Photographer: Louis Aimé Augustin Le Prince   Try YouTube. 

2. BLACKSMITH SCENE   United States   1893   about 34″  

Director: William Dickson   Try YouTube. 

3. AUTOUR D’UNE CABINE (AROUND A BATHING HUT)   France   1894 

2´   animation   Director: Émile Reynaud   Try YouTube. 



4. SORTIE DE L’USINE LUMIÈRE À LYONS  

(WORKERS LEAVING THE LUMIÈRE FACTORY AT LYONS)   France   

1895   46″   Photographers: Auguste and Louis Lumière   Try YouTube. 

5. LA FÉE AU CHOUX (THE CABBAGE FAIRY)   France   1896   1½´ 

Director: Alice Guy (later Blaché)   Try YouTube. 

6. VIEW FROM AN ENGINE FRONT – BARNSTAPLE   Great Britain   1898 

2´   Anonymous photographer   Try YouTube. 

 

1900-1909 (SHORTS ONLY) 

 

1. EXPLOSION OF A MOTOR CAR   Great Britain   1900   2´ 

Director: Cecil Hepworth   YouTube 

2. GRANDMA’S READING GLASS   Great Britain   1900   1¼´ 

Director: George Albert Smith   YouTube 

3. CYRANO DE BERGERAC   France   1900   2´ 

Director: Clement Maurice   YouTube 

4. THE BIG SWALLOW   Great Britain   1901   1¼´ 

Director: James Williamson   YouTube 

5. LE VOYAGE DANS LA LUNE (THE TRIP TO THE MOON)   France 

1902   either 13´ or 8´ depending on projection speed used 

Director: Georges Méliès   YouTube and other sources 

6. THE GREAT TRAIN ROBBERY   United States   1902   11´ 

Director: Edwin S. Porter (Connellsville, Pa. native)   either YouTube or 

various dvds 

7. HUMOROUS PHASES OF FUNNY FACES   United States   1906   3´ 

animation   Director and Animator: James Stuart Blackton   either 

YouTube or various animation dvds such as BEFORE MICKEY 

8. LA COURSE DES SERGENTS DE VILLE  

(THE POLICEMAN’S LITTLE RUN)   France   1907   6´ 

Director: Ferdinand Zecca   either YouTube or various dvds such as  

THE MOVIES BEGIN set 

9. MAGIC BRICKS   France   1908   3´   Director: Segundo de Chomon 

Internet Archive 



10. MOSCOU SOUS LA NEIGE (MOSCOW CLAD IN SNOW)   Russia   

1908   7´   Photographer: Joseph Mundviller   Try YouTube. 

11. UN DAME VRAIMENT BIEN (A VERY FINE LADY)   France   1908 

3½´    Co-Directors: Louis Feuillade and Romeo Bosseti   Try YouTube.  

12. AFFAIRES DE COUER (AFFAIRS OF THE HEART)   France   1909   4´ 

animation   Director and Animator: Emile Cohl   Try either Daily Motion 

or the Cohl dvd in the set Gaumont Treasures Volume 2, Disk 1. 

 

1910-1919 (Six Features and Six Shorts) 

 

A. Features 

1. ALIAS JIMMY VALENTINE   United States   1915    

Director: Maurice Tourneur   YouTube    

Site of First Screening: Sing Sing Prison, New York City 

2. REGENERATION   United States   1915 

Director: Raoul Walsh   YouTube 

3. INTOLERANCE   United States   1916 

Director: David Wark Griffith   YouTube or Kino dvd. 

4. HELL’S HINGES   United States   1916   a western   

Co-Directors: Charles Swickard, William S. Hart, and Clifford Smith 

YouTube 

5. BERG-EJVIND OCH HANS HUSTRU (THE OUTLAW AND HIS WIFE)   

Sweden, shot in 1917   Director: Victor Sjöström   Kino dvd or YouTube  

6. DAS KABINETT DES DR CALIGARI (THE CABINET OF DR CALIGARI) 

Weimar Republic (modern Germany)   1919   Director: Robert Wiene 

YouTube 

Note: All the above are live action dramas. 

B. Shorts 

Part One: Animations 

1. MEST KINEMATOGRAFICHESKOGO (THE CAMERAMAN’S REVENGE) 

Russia   1912   12´   Director: Ladislas Starewicz   YouTube or  

THE CAMERAMAN’S REVENGE AND OTHER FANTASTIC TALES dvd 

2. THE SINKING OF THE LUSITANIA   United States   1918   12´ 



Director: Winsor McKay   YouTube or either Winsor McKay collection 

on dvd 

3. BOBBY BUMPS PUTS A BEANERY ON THE BUM   United States   

1918   5´   Director: Earl Hurd   YouTube 

Part Two: Live Action 

1. THE BATTLE   United States   1911   19´   drama    

Director: David Wark Griffith    

either D.W. GRIFFITH’S BIOGRAPH SHORTS SPECIAL EDITION dvd or 

YouTube 

2. THE CURE   United States   1917   29´   comedy 

Director: Charlie Chaplin 

Either a CHAPLIN MUTUALS COLLECTION dvd or YouTube. 

3. FROM HAND TO MOUTH   United States   1919   22´   comedy 

Co-Directors: Alfred Goulding and Hal Roach   with Harold Lloyd 

either THE HAROLD LLOYD COMEDY COLLECTION VOLUME ONE or 

YouTube. 

 

The Twenties (1920-1929) Features and Shorts 

A. Features 

Part One: Comedies 

1. THE FRESHMAN   United States   1925    

Co-Directors: Fred Newmeyer and Sam Taylor   starring Harold Lloyd 

YouTube or THE HAROLD LLOYD COMEDY COLLECTION VOLUME TWO 

2. THE GOLD RUSH   United States   1925   Director: Charlie Chaplin 

YouTube or Criterion dvd. 

3. THE GENERAL   United States   1926   Co-Directors: Buster Keaton 

and Clyde Bruckman     YouTube or Kino dvd or Image Entertainment 

dvd 

Part Two: Dramas 

1. METROPOLIS   Weimar Republic (modern Germany)   1926 

Director: Fritz Lang   Kino dvd or YouTube 

2. KING OF KINGS   United States   1927   Director: Cecil B. DeMille 

Criterion dvd 



3. LE PASSION DE JEANNE D’ARC (THE PASSION OF JOAN OF ARC) 

France   1928   Director: Carl Dreyer   Criterion dvd or YouTube 

B. Shorts 

Part One: Animations 

1. ASCHENPUTTEL (CINDERELLA)   Weimar Republic   1922   13´ 

silhouette animation by Lotte Reiniger   Warning: too racy and gory for 

preteen children   YouTube 

2. KOKO’S EARTH CONTROL   United States   1928   6´   pixilation 

Director: Dave Fleischer   YouTube 

3. COMICALAMITIES   United States   1928   8´    

Director: Otto Messmer   either FELIX! dvd or YouTube 

Part Two: Live Action  

1. SHERLOCK, JR.   United States   1924   45´   comedy 

Director: Buster Keaton   either YouTube or Kino dvd 

2. SHAKMATNAYA GORYACHKA (CHESS FEVER)   Soviet Union   1925 

comedy   Co-Directors: Vsevolod Pudovkin and Nikolai Shpikovsky   

YouTube or Kino dvd 

3. REGEN (RAIN)   Netherlands   1929   12´   visual poem 

Director: Joris Ivens   YouTube 

 

Sound Period (approximately 1930 to the present) with Six 

Recommended Features and Six Shorts / Decade Arranged 

Chronologically by Type 

 

The Thirties (1930-1939) 

A. Features 

Animation: NOVYY GULLIVYER (THE NEW GULLIVER)   Soviet Union 

1935   pixilation   Director: Aleksandr Ptushko   subtitled   YouTube 

Comedy: MY MAN GODFREY   United States   1936    

Director: Gregory La Cava   various dvds or YouTube 

Documentary: OLYMPISCHE SPIELE 1936 (OLYMPIA)   Germany 

1936-1938   Director: Leni Riefenstahl   Pathfinder dvd or YouTube 

Drama: ZANGIKU MONOGATARI  



(THE STORY OF THE LAST CHRYSANTHEMUM)   Japan   1939   

subtitled   Director: Kenji Mizoguchi   YouTube or Criterion dvd 

Family Film: CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS   United States   1937 

Director: Victor Fleming   dvd or YouTube streaming 

Musical: FOOTLIGHT PARADE   United States   1933   Director: 

Lloyd Bacon   with Busby Berkeley choreography   YouTube streaming 

or TCM dvd 

B. Shorts 

Part One: Animations 

1. UNE NUIT SUR LE MONT CHAUVE (A NIGHT ON BALD MOUNTAIN) 

France   1933   pinscreen animation   8´   Co-Directors:  

Alexander Alexeiff and Claire Parker   YouTube or Critical Commons 

Too scary for preteens. 

2. THE OLD MILL   United States   1937   9´   Director: Wilfred Jackson 

YouTube 

3. TRADE TATTOO   Great Britain   1937   5´   Director: Len Lye   

YouTube 

Part Two: Live Action 

1. NIGHT MAIL   Great Britain   1936   24´   visual poem documentary 

Co-Directors: Harry Watt and Basil Wright   Music: Benjamin Britten   

YouTube 

2. THE RIVER   United States   1938   31´   documentary 

Director: Pare Lorentz   Music: Virgil Thomson   YouTube 

3. THE CITY   United States   1939   43´   documentary 

Co-Directors: Ralph Steiner and Willard Van Dyke    

Music: Aaron Copland   YouTube or Naxos dvd in Ligonier Valley 

Library 

 

The Forties (1940-1949) Features and Shorts 

 

A. Features 

Animation: PINOCCHIO   United States   1940   Co-Directors: 



Ben Sharpsteen and Hamilton Luske   Disney dvd in many public 

libraries 

Comedy: UNFAITHFULLY YOURS   United States   1948 

Director: Preston Sturges   dvd or YouTube streaming 

Documentary: THE LOUISIANA STORY   United States   1948 

Director: Robert Flaherty   Milestone dvd or YouTube 

Drama: ALL THE KING’S MEN   United States   1949 

Director: Robert Rossen   dvd or YouTube 

Family Film: THE SECRET GARDEN   United States   1949 

Director: Fred M. Wilcox   dvd or YouTube   Rated PG. 

Musical: THE RED SHOES   Great Britain   1948    

Director: Michael Powell   Criterion dvd  

B. Shorts 

Part One: Animations 

1. MOTION PAINTING NO. 1   United States   1947   11´ 

Director: Oskar Fischinger    

Center for Visual Music dvd OSKAR FISCHINGER: TEN FILMS in the 

Ligonier Valley Library   

2. BEGONE DULL CARE   Canada   1949   8´ 

Co-Directors: Norman McLaren and Evelyn Lambert   YouTube 

3. INSPIRACE (INSPIRATION)   Czechoslovakia   1949   10´ 

Director: Karel Zeman   subtitled   first glass animation   YouTube 

Part Two: Live Action 

1. LISTEN TO BRITAIN   Great Britain   1942   20´   Director: 

Humphrey Jennings   documentary   YouTube 

2. N.U. (NETTEZZA URBANA)   Italy   1948   11´   wordless visual poem 

documentary   Director: Michelangelo Antonioni   YouTube 

3. PACIFIC 231   France   1949   10´   wordless visual poem 

Director: Jean Mitry   Music: Arthur Honegger   YouTube  

 

The Fifties (1950-1959) Features and Shorts 

 

A. Features 



Animation: ANIMAL FARM   Great Britain   1955   Co-Directors: 

Joy Batchelor and John Halas     YouTube or dvd 

Comedy: THE MAN IN THE WHITE SUIT   Great Britain   1951 

Director: Alexander MacKendrick     YouTube or dvd 

Documentary: WHITE WILDERNESS   United States / Canada   1958 

Director: James Algar   YouTube or dvd 

Drama: NORTH BY NORTHWEST   United States   1959 

Director: Alfred Hitchcock   YouTube or dvd 

Family Film: LITTLE FUGITIVE   United States   1953    

Co-Directors: Raymond Abrashkin, Morris Engel, and Ruth Orkin 

YouTube or dvd 

Music Film: JAZZ ON A SUMMER’S DAY   United States   1959 

Director: Bert Stern   first concert film   YouTube or dvd in the Ligonier 

Valley Library 

B. Shorts 

Part One: Animations 

1. DUCK AMUCK   United States   1953   7´   Director: Chuck Jones 

YouTube 

2. THE TELL-TALE HEART   United States   1953   8´    

Director: Ted Parmalee   YouTube   teens and adults only 

3. PICCOLO   Yugoslavia   wordless   9´   Director: Dusan Vukotic 

YouTube 

Part Two: Live Action 

1. A TIME OUT OF WAR   United States   1954   20´ 

Director: Denis Sanders   archive.org 

2. LE BALLON ROUGE (THE RED BALLOON)   France   1956   34´ 

Director: Albert Lamorisse (inventor of the game RISK)   YouTube or 

dvd   subtitled, but practically wordless 

3. N.Y., N.Y.   United States   1957   15´   Director: Frances Thompson 

archive.org under the title A DAY IN NEW YORK  

 

The Sixties (1960-1969) Features and Shorts 

 



A. Features 

Animation: 101 DALMATIANS   United States   1961 

Co-Directors: Clyde Geronimi, Hamilton Luske, and  

Wolfgang Reitherman   dvd 

Comedy: LE SOUPIRANT (THE SUITOR)   France   1962  

Director: Pierre Etaix   subtitled   Criterion dvd, part of the Pierre Etaix 

set 

Documentary: THE ELEANOR ROOSEVELT STORY   Various   1965 

Director: Richard Kaplan   Kino Lorber dvd 

Drama: A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS   Great Britain   1966 

Director: Fred Zinnemann   Sony Pictures Home Entertainment dvd 

Family Film: THE MUSIC MAN   United States   1962    

Director: Morton Da Costa   YouTube  

Musical: LES PARAPLUIES DE CHERBOURG  

(THE UMBRELLAS OF CHERBOURG)   France   1964   subtitled 

Director: Jacques Demy    Koch Lorber dvd or Criterion dvd 

B. Shorts 

Part One: Animations 

1. MY FINANCIAL CAREER   Canada   1962   6½´   Director: 

Gerald Potterton   National Film Board of Canada website 

2. RUKA (THE HAND)   Czechoslovakia   1965   18´   Director: 

Jírí Trnka   YouTube   wordless, but too enigmatic for preteens 

3. VEREZHKA (MITTEN)   Soviet Union   1967   10´   Director: 

Roman Kachanov   basically wordless   YouTube 

Part Two: Live Action 

1. RUPTURE   France   1961   11´   Co-Directors: Pierre Etaix and 

Jean-Claude Carriere     HULU VOD or Criterion dvd as part of the 

Pierre Etaix set   basically wordless black comedy 

2. LA JETÉE (THE JETTY)   France   1962   28´   Director: Chris Marker 

myspace English-dubbed version    sci-fi drama 

3. SNOW   Great Britain   1963   9´   documentary   Director: 

Geoffrey Jones   YouTube 

 



The Seventies (1970-1979) Features and Shorts 

 

A. Features 

Animation: LA PLANÈTE SAUVAGE (FANTASTIC PLANET)   France / 

Czechoslovakia   1973   subtitled   Director: Rene Laloux 

YouTube or Criterion dvd 

Comedy: THE IN-LAWS   United States / Mexico   1979   Director: 

Arthur Hiller   YouTube streaming or Criterion dvd 

Documentary: BEST BOY   United States   1977-1979   Director: 

Ira Wohl   currently only available on VHS videocassette 

Drama: L’ALBERO DEGLI ZOCCOLI (TREE OF WOODEN CLOGS) 

Italy   1978   subtitled   Director: Ermanno Olmi   Criterion dvd 

Family Film: RIDE A WILD PONY   Australia   1976   Director: 

Don Chaffey   YouTube streaming or Disney dvd 

Musical: FIDDLER ON THE ROOF   Yugoslavia / Great Britain   1971 

Director: Norman Jewison   YouTube streaming 

B. Shorts 

Part One: Animations 

1. ARABESQUE   United States   1975   7´   Director: John Whitney 

YouTube 

2. YOZHIK V TUMANE (HEDGEHOG IN THE MIST)   Soviet Union   1975 

11´   Director: Yuri Norstein   subtitled, but very sparse dialogue   

YouTube 

3. KATAKU (HOUSE OF FLAME)   Japan   1979   19´   Director: 

Kihachiro Kawamoto   subtitled   THE EXQUISITE SHORT FILMS OF 

KIHACHIRO KAWAMOTO dvd 

Part Two: Live Action 

1. ZLATEH THE GOAT   Czechoslovakia   1973   20´   Director: 

Gene Deitch   https://genedeitchcredits.com/2012/05/30/zlateh-the-goat 

2. THE VIOLIN   Canada   1972-1974   25´   Director: George Pastic 

YouTube 

3. POWERS OF TEN   United States   1977   9´   Co-Directors: 

Charles and Ray Eames   YouTube 

https://genedeitchcredits.com/2012/05/30/zlateh-the-goat


 

The Eighties (1980-1989) Features and Shorts 

 

A. Features 

Animation: THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS   Great Britain   1983 

Co-Directors: Mark Hall and Chris Taylor   A&E Home Video dvd 

Comedy: LADRI DI SAPONETTE (THE ICICLE THIEF)    Italy   1988 

Director: Maurizio Nichetti   subtitled   YouTube 

Documentary: SHOAH (HOLOCAUST)   Poland / Israel / United States   

1985   Director: Claude Lanzmann   566 minutes   subtitled   Netflix 

Drama: CAREFUL, HE MIGHT HEAR YOU   Australia   1984 

Director: Carl Schultz   Image Entertainment dvd 

Family Film: PRANCER   United States   1989   Director: John Hancock 

YouTube 10/27/2016  

Musical: AMADEUS   Czechoslovakia / Austria / Italy / France   1984 

Director: Milos Forman   MOVOZ.CO 

B. Shorts 

Part One: Animations 

1. THE CREATION   United States   1980   9´   Director: Will Vinton 

http://willvinton.net/videos/pop-ccvol2.htm 

2. PARADISE   Canada   1984   15´   Director: Ishu Patel 

National Film Board of Canada website 

3. UZBUDLJIVA LJUBAVNA PRICA (EXCITING LOVE STORY) 

Yugoslavia   1989   6´   Director: Borivoj Dovnikovic   YouTube 

St. Valentine’s Day: Forge 777 

Part Two: Live Action 

1. ALL SUMMER IN A DAY   United States   1982   25´    

Director: Ed Kaplan   drama   YouTube 

2. FLAMENCO AT 5:15   Canada   1983   29´   Director: Cynthia Scott 

documentary   YouTube 

3. THE JOHNSTOWN FLOOD   United States   1989   26´   Director: 

Charles Guggenheim   YouTube 

 

http://willvinton.net/videos/pop-ccvol2.htm


The Nineties (1990-1999) Features and Shorts 

 

A. Features 

Animation: THE LION KING   United States   1994   Co-Directors: 

Roger Allers and Rob Minkoff   Disney dvd or a public library dvd 

Comedy: CYRANO DE BERGERAC   Hungary / France   1990 

Director: Jean-Paul Rappeneau   subtitled   MGM Home Video dvd 

Documentary: LESSONS OF DARKNESS   Kuwait   1992    

Director: Werner Herzog   YouTube   English narration by the director 

Drama: QIU JU DA GUAN SI (THE STORY OF QIU JU)   China   1992 

Director: Zhang Yimou   subtitled   YouTube streaming 

Family Film: BLACK BEAUTY   Great Britain   1994   Director: 

Caroline Thompson   Netflix 

Musical: FLAMENCO   Spain   1995   Director: Carlos Saura   subtitled 

in ten parts on YouTube 

B. Shorts 

Part One: Animations 

1. LE FLEUVE AUX GRANDES EAUX (THE MIGHTY RIVER)   Canada 

1993   24´   Director: Frédéric Back   documentary    

RIVER TO GREAT WATERS subtitled version at YouTube 

2. 3 MISSES   Canada   1998   11´   Director: Paul Driessen 

YouTube 

3. THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA   Canada   1999   20´ 

Director: Aleksandr Petrov   YouTube 

Part Two: Live Action 

1. THE LUNCH DATE   United States   1990   12´ 

Director: Adam Davidson   YouTube 

2. FRANZ KAFKA’S IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE   Great Britain   1993   23´ 

Director: Peter Capaldi    Try Netflix. 

3. THE STOREKEEPER   South Africa   1998   22´   Director: Gavin Hood 

subtitled   either on TSOTSI dvd or YouTube  

 

THE NEW MILLENIUM: DECADE ONE (2000-2009) Features and Shorts 



 

A. Features 

Animation: THE SECRET OF KELLS   Ireland / Belgium / Hungary / Brazil 

/ France   2008   Co-Directors: Tomm Moore and Nora Twomey   

Amazon.com VOD 

Comedy: BABÍ LÉTO (AUTUMN SPRING)   Czech Republic   2001 

Director: Vladimir Michalek     subtitled   Amazon.com VOD or Ligonier 

Valley Library   Rated PG-13. 

Documentary: EL SISTEMA (THE SYSTEM)   Venezuela   2008 

Co-Directors: Paul Smaczny and Maria Stodtmeier      subtitled 

either Amazon.com VOD or ITunes VOD 

Drama: XIAO CHENG ZHI CHUA (SPRINGTIME IN A SMALL TOWN) 

China   2002   subtitled   Director: Tian Zhuangzhuang   Rated PG. 

Palm Pictures dvd 

Family Film: THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER   Hungary   2000 

filmed in English   Director: Giles Foster   try full-us.com/movie 

Musical: KANNATHIL MUTHAMITTAL (A PECK ON THE CHEEK)   India  

/ Sri Lanka   2002   Director: Mani Ratnam   Film Movement dvd 

B. Short Films 

Part One: Animation 

1. FATHER AND DAUGHTER   Belgium / Netherlands / Great Britain 

2000   8´   Director: Michael Dudok de Wit    wordless   YouTube 

2. LOVE AND WAR   Sweden / Cuba   2006   14´ 

Director: Fredrik Emilson   subtitled romantic operatic drama   

YouTube    

3. THE KINEMATOGRAPH   Poland   2009   12´    

Director: Tomek Baginski     subtitled     YouTube 

Part Two: Live Action 

1. J’ATTENDRAI LE SUIVANT … (I’LL WAIT FOR THE NEXT ONE)   

France   2002   4´   Director: Philippe Orreindy   subtitled    

black comedy   YouTube 

2. WEST BANK STORY   United States   2005   21´ 

Director: Ari Sandel    musical comedy   YouTube 



3. SPIELZEUGLAND (TOYLAND)   Germany   2006   14´    

Director: Jochen Alexander Freydank   subtitled drama     YouTube 

 

THE NEW MILLENIUM: DECADE TWO (2010-present)  

Features and Shorts 

 

A. Features 

Animation: SONG OF THE SEA   Ireland / Denmark / Belgium / 

Luxembourg / France   2014   YouTube    

Co-Directors: Tomm Moore and Nora Twomey   Rated PG. 

Comedy: LA MOAKHZA (EXCUSE MY FRENCH)   Egypt   2014 

Director: Amr Salama     phusplay.com 

Documentary: AL MIDAN (THE SQUARE)   Egypt   2013 

Director: Jehane Noujaim     Netflix 

Drama: APUR PANCHALI (SONG OF APU)   India   2014    

Director: Kaushik Ganguly    $2.99 YouTube 

Family Film: YE YING – LE PROMENEUR D’OISEAU (THE NIGHTINGALE) 

China   2013   Director: Philippe Muyl     Netflix or Amazon Prime 

Musical: BLANCANIEVES (SNOW WHITE)   Spain   2012    

Director: Pablo Berger   Rated PG-13.     Cohen Media dvd 

B. Shorts 

Part One: Animation 

1. LUMINARIS   Argentina   2011   6´   wordless sci-fi romance 

Director: Juan Pablo Zaramella   YouTube 

2. MR. HUBLOT   France   2013   11´   wordless sci-fi melodrama 

Co-Directors: Alexandre Espigares and Laurent Witz   Vimeo 

(mr.hublot.mp4—Bing.com   AnimeToon TV ARTE HD) 

3. MOYA MAMA SAMOLET (MY MOM IS AN AIRPLANE)   Russia 

2013   7´   subtitled fantasy   Director: Yulia Aronova   

shortoftheweek.com 

Part Two: Live Action 

1. THE HOWL AND THE FUSSYKET   Philippines   2011   13´ 

Director: Chris Martinez   subtitled comedy   YouTube 



2. LA HORA SEÑALADA (HIGH NOON)   Venezuela   2013   14´ 

Director: Ivan Mazza   subtitled suspense comedy   YouTube 

3. STATION   Iran / Iraq   2014   4´   Director: Shaho Nemati  

subtitled drama   YouTube 

 

     And here are a dozen must-see films which are unusually 

challenging but eminently worthwhile, six of them shorts and six of 

them features. 

 

Brainbusting Features: 

1. BERLIN: DIE SINFONIE EINER GROSS-STADT  

(BERLIN: SYMPHONY OF A GREAT CITY)   Weimar Republic  

(modern Germany)   silent experimental visual poem    

essentially wordless     YouTube 

2. OKTYABR (OCTOBER, OR TEN DAYS THAT SHOOK THE WORLD) 

Soviet Union   1928   subtitled silent agitprop drama   

Director: Sergei Eisenstein     YouTube 

3. DALEKÁ CESTA (DISTANT JOURNEY)   Czechoslovakia   1950 

Director: Alfred Radok   subtitled live action drama   YouTube online 

streaming 

4. L’AVVENTURA (THE ADVENTURE)   Italy   1959    

Director: Michelangelo Antonioni   subtitled live action mystery drama 

Amazon.com $4.99 rental 

5. L’ANNÉE DERNIÈRE À MARIENBAD (LAST YEAR AT MARIENBAD)   

Germany   1961   Director: Alain Resnais   subtitled live action mystery 

$4.99 Netflix 

6. DE AANSLAG (THE ASSAULT)   Netherlands   1986 

Director: Fons Rademakers   subtitled live action mystery drama 

Only currently available on VHS dubbed in English or original Dutch 

without subtitles on YouTube.  

Complicated Shorts: 

1. LE BALLET MÉCANIQUE (MACHINE DANCE)   France   1924   16´ 

experimental silent   Co-Directors: Dudley Murphy and Fernand Léger 



openculture.com 

2. REBUS FILM NR. 1   Weimar Republic (modern Germany)   1925   15´    

Director: Paul Leni   silent subtitled experimental film    YouTube 

3. SEELISCHE KONSTRUKTIONEN (SPIRITUAL CONSTRUCTIONS) 

Weimar Republic (modern Germany)   1927   10´   

Director: Oskar Fischinger   silent experimental film 

On Ligonier Valley Library’s OSKAR FISCHINGER: TEN FILMS dvd. 

4. KOD FOTOGRAFA (AT THE PHOTOGRAPHER’S)   Yugoslavia   1959 

9´   black comedy wordless animation   Director: Vatroslav Mimica 

on LOST CLASSICS FROM ZAGREB FILMS dvd  

5. PAS DE DEUX   Canada   1968   13´   Director: Norman McLaren 

live action experimental musical     YouTube 

6. 78 TOURS (78 R.P.M.)   Switzerland   1985   4´    

Director: Georges Schwizgebel   experimental animation   YouTube 

 

Treat yourself to as few or as many of these as you like. 


