
                                                                   

 

     TOLKIEN & LEWIS: Myth, Imagination & The Quest for Meaning is a Fourth 

Quarter 2018 LVCA dvd donation to the Hugh Stouppe Memorial Library of the 

Heritage United Methodist Church of Ligonier, Pennsylvania. 

6 of a possible 20 points                                                        *1/2 of a possible ***** 

United Kingdom   2017   color   56 minutes   live action feature television 

documentary   The Duncan Entertainment Group  / PBS Distribution   Producers: 

Chip Duncan, Robert Huck, Patricia Ostermick, and David Crouse 

Rating: 5   suitable for teens and adults 

     This is a talking heads documentary with no pretensions to being a film. It’s 

more a graduate research project investigating the distinction between 

Christian and non-Christian myths with reference specifically to John Tolkien’s 

The Lord of the Rings trilogy and Clive Lewis’s The Chronicles of Narnia septet.  

     Do not expect to find much information here about how Tolkien and Lewis 

incorporated world myths into the two series cited above. Scholarly speakers 

instead narrowly try to define “myth” and “Christian myth.” Chip Duncan’s 

presentation is overwhelmingly literary and philosophical, with no action 

whatsoever and only slight mention of any characters, situations, or symbols in 

the adventure fiction of Britain’s two most esteemed twentieth century fantasy 

writers. 

     The photograph at top left is of C. S. Lewis. The one at top right is of John 

Tolkien. Virtually no biographical information about them is relayed. Nor is 

Lewis’s science fiction Perelandra trilogy explored. A handful of photographs of 

Oxford University, focusing on Addison’s Walk and Magdalen College where 



Lewis taught, is the only concession to visualizing places so cherished by these 

quintessentially British novelists. 

     Lighting is passable and sound adequate. Cinematography consists merely of 

straightforward studio photography interspersed with archival snapshots. For 

the most part, editing is comprised of movements from one interview to the 

next via fadeouts. The entire production contains as much vitality and 

fascination as a televised agricultural extension course lesson about soil 

management. 

     Recommended only to hardcore students of the intersection between 

literature and Christian theology. A truly barebones documentary dvd, Tolkien & 

Lewis lacks any dvd bonus features. It’s a major disappointment from The 

Duncan Entertainment Group and PBS. Entertainment it certainly isn’t. As 

educational tract it certainly could use a breezier, less oppressively pedantic 

style. 

     This unremarkable, minimally informative dvd is now available to borrow 

from the Hugh Stouppe Memorial Library of the Heritage United Methodist 

Church in Ligonier. 

   

 


